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RANGER RICK'S PLEDGE 

I give my pledge as a member of 
Ranger Ricks Nature Club 

To use my eyes to see the beauty 
of all outdoors. 

To train my mind to learn the 
importance of nature. 

Io use my hands to help protect our 
soll, water, woods and wildlife. 
And, by my good example, to show 
others how to respect, properly use 
and enjoy our natural resources. 
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iSaludos, amigos! Welcome, 
friends! Mv name is Rodolfo. 
Do vou think Mexico is just 
a big desert, filled with cactus 
plants and snakes? If you do 
you are loco. My country has 
different kinds of habitats, 
includina jungles, and lots 
of strange animals that you 
have probably never seen 
before. In this special issue 
you will meet afew of them, 
and you will find out why I 
know so much about them. 
So turn the page, amigos! 






This storv comes from a folk tale once told bv the Mava 
Indians to their children and grandchildren. The Mavas 
lived in southern Mexico and Central America over a 
thousand years ago. Many wonderful creatures lived in the 
tropical forest that surrounded them. The Mayas believed 
that Halach-Uinic (ha-LAHCH-we-NEEK), the Great Spirit. 


ruled and protected all those creatures. 


A folktale, as told to Anne LaBastille 

One dav Halach-Uinic. the Great 
Spirit, grew tired of the constant chatter 
and fighting amonq the birds. He de- 
cided to organize a bird kingdom. The 
Great Spirit sent his chief messenger, the 
roadrunner. to tell all the birds to come 
to the center of the forest. There they 
would choose a king of the birds. The 
king would be a strong ruler who would 
have the power to keep peace. 

Of course each bird thought he would 
make the best king. Mox, the scarlet 
macaw, screamed, “Look at me! No one 
else is so bright and beautiful! All the 
birds admire me. Í should be king.” He 
strutted in front of the other birds, flash- 
ing his red, yellow and blue wings. 

X-col-col-chek, the mockingbird, 
trilled, “What a terrible voice you have, 
Mox. My voice is the loveliest of all. 
Listen to me.” X-col sang a short but 
beautiful melody. All the birds were im- 
pressed. Many twittered that surely the 
mockingbird should be king. 

Then the wild turkey, Cutz, strode into 
the circle. He gobbled, “I’m the strongest 
bird of all. With my size and strength | 
can stop any fight. I can defend any bird 
in trouble. You need a powerful king, 
and I’m the one!” 

All day long, different birds showed 
how smart, beautiful, strong or talented 
they were. Only one bird — Kukul, the 
quetzal — did not dare to compete. He 


was proud and looked elegant when he 
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moved. But his feathers were ugly. 
Kukul thought no one would choose 
him to be king when he had such dull 
feathers. 

Kulkul thought about the contest. 
Then he flew to his friend, Xtuntun-kinil, 
the roadrunner. “I have a wonderful 
idea, my dear friend,” he said, “your 
feathers are as handsome as any bird's, 
but you are much too busy as chief mes- 
senger to be king. Besides, a king needs 
to be more dianified. | can't lend you the 
graceful way | move, but you could lend 
me your feathers. . . just for this contest, 
of course. When I’m chosen king, 1 1 share 
the wealth and honors with you.” 

The roadrunner was silent, dreaming 
of the glory of being the new kings 
closest friend. The quetzal's offer was 
tempting. But Xtuntun wasn t eager to 
give away his feathers. 

Kukul the quetzal kept promising a 
bright future, full of riches. At last the 
trusting roadrunner was convinced. 

One by one Xtuntun gave Kukul his 
feathers. The clever quetzal added them 
to his own. Within minutes the quetzal 
was dressed in the most splendid cos- 
tume you can imagine. His tail hung in a 
sweeping curve of bright green plumes. 
His body shimmered with soft blues and 
greens like the Mayan sky and the 
jungle. His breast blazed with the red of 
a tropical sunset. 

Swinaing his lovely long tail in an arc. 
Kukul paraded boldly into the circle of 
birds. The crowd was hushed. Then 
cries of “Bravo,” “Hurrah,” “Oh” and 
"Ah" filled the forest. Some birds 
twitched their tails with envy. Others 


a squawked. All the birds were jealous. 
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Halach-Uinic the Great Spirit was 
pleased. He called the crowd of birds to 
order and announced that the quetzal 
was king of the birds. 

A loud flapping of wings followed this 
announcement. Each bird hopped over 
to the quetzal to congratulate him. 
Finally all the birds flew home and left 
Kukul to rule as king. Kukul got so busy 
that he didn’t have time to return the 
borrowed feathers. In fact, he was afraid 
to take them off. Soon he forgot all 
about his promise to the roadrunner. 

One day some of the birds were meet- 
ing in the chacah, or gumbo-limbo tree. 
They noticed that the roadrunner had 
not been around lately. In fact, no one 
had seen him since the king was chosen. 
The birds began to suspect that the 
quetzal had played a trick. They set off 
to search for the roadrunner. 

Deep in the jungle, behind a zipche, 
or coffee bush, they found Xtuntun the 
roadrunner. He was naked, shivering 
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with cold and half dead. Quickly the 
birds gave him some balche, the sacred 
drink of the Mayas, to help him get his 
strength back. 

As soon as he was stronger, the road- 
runner told the birds about the cruel trick 
the quetzal had played on him. The 
roadrunner kept saying, Puhuy? Puhuy? 
which means, Where is he? Where is he? 
in Mayan. All the birds felt sorry for the 
roadrunner. Each one gave him a few 
drab feathers to cover his body. The 
feathers weren't very colorful. But the 
mockingbird sang a cheery song to 
make the roadrunner feel better. 

So now you know why a roadrunner 
still watches the roads today. He is still 
searching for the tricky quetzal who took 
away his feathers. Perhaps you have 
seen him run anxiously in front of 
travelers asking, Puhuy? Puhuy?— 
Where is he? Where is he? The End 


Adapted from BIRD KINGDOM OF THE MAYAS by Anne LoBastille Bowes ፎ 1967 by Litton 
Educational Publishing, Inc. Reprinted by permission of Van Nostrand Reinhold Company 








by Barbara Robertson 


GILA MONSTER 
As the sun sinks over the desert in 
northern Mexico, a black and pink lizard 
creeps out of a hole in the sand. Its 
Onerosa, the Gila (HEEL-uh) monster. 
She spends most of her days in a burrow 
or under a bush. Thats a good way to 
escape the desert heat. But when night 
comes, it's time to grab a bite to eat. 
Flicking her tongue along the sand, 
Onerosa searches for food. Shell eat bird 
eggs, reptile eggs, baby birds or baby 





mice and rats. If she finds a dead lizard 
as she crawls along, shell eat that too. 
It's a good thing Onerosa's prey doesn't 
move too quickly, because she doesn't 
move quickly either. 

Onerosa pauses to check the scent of 
some grains of sand. Was this sand 
kicked out of a pack rats burrow’? 
Onerosa follows the scent to a burrow 
but finds it empty. 

Food has been scarce during this long, 
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hot, dry spell. So Onerosa has had to live 
off the fat in her tail. Normally she's quite 
plump — in fact her name, Onerosa. 
means "heavy" in Spanish. But for a Gila 
monster she looks pretty scrawny now. 

Like other desert animals, Onerosa has 
special ways of getting along in the dry 
spells. She can use her powerful forelegs 
to dig for water. Or she can scoop out a 
cool burrow in the sand. But she seems 
to prefer holes dug by other animals. 

Onerosa can also estivate (ES-tih-vate), 
or slow down her body functions. Then 
she doesnt have to eat as much food 
to stay alive. 

After this long,dry spell, Onerosas tail 
and belly have shrunk quite a bit. Now 
she needs to find food, but isn't having 
much luck finding any tonight. 

As she crawls along there is a rumble 
in the distance— thunder. Soon the storm 
is overhead. The shapes of huge saguaro 
(sah-WAH-ro) cacti stand out starkly 
in flashes of lightning. Rain pelts down 
on the hard, dry soil. Water runs off 
down an arroyo (uh-ROY-yoh), or gully, 
faster than the desert can soak it up. 

The storm moves quickly across the 
desert. When the storm is over Onerosa 
soaks in a puddle that is slowly seeping 
into the sand. Then she moves on to 
search for food. She finds a nest of bird 
eggs and eats as many as she can. A few 
more days of good hunting and shell be 
dragging a heavy black and pink belly 
and tail along the desert floor again. 

There she goes, back under a mesquite 
(meh-SKEET) bush to rest. Does she look 
like a "monster" to you? Although 
Onerosa is a poisonous lizard, she only 
acts like a monster when shes disturbed. 
If someone tries to corner or capture 
her — look out! She can snap suddenly 
with her powerful jaws. 


When Onerosa bites, her jaws clamp 
on tightly. Unlike most poisonous rep- 
tiles, she doesn't strike with sharp fangs. 
Venom flows from glands in her lower 
jaw as she chews on her victim. Onerosa 
uses her poison mainly for defense. Since 
her prey is eggs or baby animals, she 
doesn't need the venom to keep her vic- 
tims from squirming away. 

Take a look at Onerosa. Do vou think 
she's pretty? Many people think Gila 
monsters are ugly or scary. Other people 
like Gila monsters and try to keep them as 
pets, in spite of their poisonous bite. 

Now that she’s resting, Onerosa looks 
quite harmless. But if you tried to pick 
her up, shed hiss and probably try to 
bite. Her bite can make people very sick, 
but it usually doesn’t kill them. A victim 
can die, though, if he or she is very weak 
or has been bitten several times. [[ 5 best 
just to leave Onerosa alone. 
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Soon the sun will rise to bake the hot. 
dry desert again. Then it will be time for 
Onerosa to head back to a cool burrow in 
the sand. 


VAMPIRE BATS 

VAMPIRO hung from a crack in a deep 
well on a cattle ranch in northern 
Mexico. A hundred other vampire bats in 
the well started to crawl about restlessly. 
Now that it was night, it was time for the 
bat colony to leave its roost to hunt for 
food above. 

A silent cloud of tiny vampire bats flew 
out of the well. The bats would be very 
busy for the next few hours. Other kinds 
of bats eat fruit or insects. But Vampiro 
and the bats in this colony were common 
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vampires. They needed the fresh blood of 
mammals to survive. 

The bats flew low over the dry, scrubby 
grazing land. Using echoes of sound 
waves they sent out, they picked up the 
forms of sleeping cattle ahead. 

The herd was resting guietly. Vampiro 
and the other bats approached with cau- 
tion. The flick of a cow’s tail could smack 
these mouse-sized hunters. But Vampiro 
and the other bats were good at jumping 


or flying out of reach. 


The bats circled the herd for a couple 
of minutes before landing on the cattle or 
on the ground nearby. The bats that 
crawled up to the cattle and climbed onto 
them looked like big, brown spiders. 

Vampiro landed so lightly that the cow 
didn't even notice. He used his super- 
sharp teeth to slice a piece of skin from 
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the cow's neck. Then he quietly swal- 
lowed the blood that flowed from the 
wound. The cow seemed to feel no pain. 
In fact, it didn't even wake up. After half 
an hour Vampiro was full. 

Soon the vampire bat colony was ready 
to move on. They flew to a cave in the 
mountains nearby to rest for a while. But 
they returned to their roost in the well 
before sunrise. 

When the rancher saw the bites on his 
herd the next morning, he was very an- 
gry. The bite of a vampire bat can spread 
rabies and other serious diseases through 
a herd. 

Next the rancher checked his goats. 
Some of them had been bitten too. Those 
bats must be stopped, the rancher 
vowed. He shuddered as he remembered 
that vampires sometimes attack sleeping 
humans. 

Gathering a torch and dynamite, the 
rancher set out to find the bats' roost. 
After searching all afternoon, he found 
the cave where the vampires had rested 
the night before. Peering into the dark- 
ness with his torch, he spotted some 
bats in the cave. Vampiros! he thought. 

In a panic the rancher rushed out of ` 
the cave. He lit the fuses on his sticks of 
dynamite and hurled them into the cave. 
With a boom the roost was destroyed. 

The rancher cheered and laughed with 
relief. But the bats he had killed were the 
wrong kind. The dead bats in this cave 
were harmless insect-eating bats, not 
vampires. Vampiro and his colony were 
still safe in the well, waiting for darkness 
to fall. | The End 


Rangers: Vampiro (vom-PEE-ro) is a Spanish name for 
the vampire bat. Scientists in Mexico City are studying 
these bats and their habits. They are working on ways 
to control the vampires without harming other bats that 
often roost nearby. R.R. 





Adventure #131 


Isla Raza, a Very Special Place 
by Lee Stowell Cullen 

"Clear water, blue sky, warm breezes! 
What more could you want?" sighed 
Zelda Possum. "The Gulf of California is 
really something else, Rick," she added. 

"I knew we'd all like it here," said Rick. 

Ranger Rick, Ollie Otter. Becky Hare 
and Zelda were in a small sailboat, sail- 
ing briskly along the Gulf. The part of 
Mexico called Baja (BAH-ha) California 
was on one side of them. A large island 
named Tiburón was on the other. Rick 
had said there was no hurry to get where 
they were going. The place had been 
there for a long. long time and it would 
be there when they arrived. Just for fun 
Rick had kept them guessing about 
where they were actually going. For now 
everyone was enjoying the sight of small 
islands they passed and the mountains 
towering in the distance. 

"How long are you going to keep us 
guessing. Rick?" asked Ollie. “Tm getting 
itchy to see this mysterious place youre 
taking us to." 

“Time enough. Ollie," said Rick. laugh- 
ing. "Time enough." 

“Oh, you and your games!" muttered 
Ollie. "Well, as long as there's no hurry, I 
think Tl go for a swim." He leaned over 
the side to trail a paw in the water. 
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“Ollie! Be careful! Youre tipping በፍ a % | RN 
boat. The wind's picking up and the ` E 
water's getting rough!” shouted Rick. 
Ollie didn’t pay any attention to him. 
He was daydreaming about a cool swim. 
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Suddenly the wind shifted. It was blow- i 
ing harder and in minutes it had | | Ul 
whipped the water into big waves. MIL 
Spray drenched the animals. Rick had li uu 
to struggle to handle the boat, which ifl M 
began to turn in crazy circles. fi | 

“Whirlpool!” shouted Rick. “Hang on! tal 
11 try to get us out of this.” vM jf 

“TH help. Rick!" called Ollie as he edged 4 | in 
toward the stern. But before he could ARI M 
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reach Rick, the little boat dipped sharply 
and threw Ollie of! balance. He toppled 
over the side and disappeared belore 
anyone could grab him. 

Almost as quickly as it had begun. the 
wind began to calm down. The whirlpool 
slowly stopped spinning the boat around. 
Zelda and Becky looked anxiously for 
some sign of Ollie. There was nothing to 
be seen but blue, white-capped water. 

“Oh, Rick,” cried Becky. “Ollie isn't 
anywhere in sight. What do you suppose 
has happened?” 

“1 told that silly otter he should wear a 
lifejacket like the rest of us,” said Rick. 
"But I think hell be O.K., Becky. Ollie is 
a strong swimmer.” Rick tried to sound 
as if he believed it, but he was beginning 
to get worried himself. Ollie couldnt stay 
underwater too long. He had to have air. 

“Good heavens, Rick,” exclaimed Zelda, 
pointing to the sky. “Look at that.” 

Hundreds and hundreds of sea birds 
filled the sky above them, soaring, diving 
and swooping. The air was filled with 
their cries. 

“What's going on?” asked Becky. 

For a moment Rick forgot about Ollie. 


. "Wow! That is a lot of birds! I was told 


some come here from as far as Panama 
in the south. Others fly from Canada in 
the north. They come here to nest on 
Isla Raza (EES-luh RAH-zuh)." 

"Isla what?" asked Zelda. 

"Isla Raza," said Rick more slowly. "It's 
that island up ahead. I've been told it's 
a very special place." 

"How come?" asked Becky. "These 
islands all look . . ." 

Before Becky had finished her sentence 
there was a shout from up ahead. It was 
Ollie! He was standing on a pile of rocks 
waving his paws and calling to his 
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friends. A young sea lion was beside hirn, 
looking just as happy as Ollie. 

Rick quickly beached the boat. Ollie 
and the sea lion scrambled down to meet . 
them. — | Jl 

“Ollie.” cried Becky. "We were so wor- 
ried about you! What happened?" 

"Boy, am I glad to see you guys!” said 
Ollie when his friends came ashore. "This 
is Carmelita and if it hadn't been for net, p 
I might not be here!" ae 

“Ollie! No!” cried Rick. 

"It's true, Rick," said Ollie. "Being 
caught in a whirlpool is scary. I kept Ji 
spinning around and around under- “hd 
water. I didnt know which way was up. 
Then all of a sudden Carmelita was 
there. She gave me a big push, and in 
seconds we were out of the whirlpool and 
on the surface. We swam around for a 
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while looking for you, but we were a long 
way from the boat. This island is a fan- 
tastic place. Rick. You really have to see 
it to believe it. Come on! You can see 
better from that rock pile." 
In a few minutes the animals were 
standing on top of the rocks. Zelda's eyes 
popped and Becky gasped. Birds covered 
the ground like a crazy patchwork quilt. 
"There must be thousands of them" 
exclaimed Becky. "It's unreal" 
"And look at all those nests!” cried 
Zelda. 
“I sure am glad to see all these terns 
and gulls and their young," said Car- 
melita. "There seem to be more and more 
each year. But that wasn't always so. I 
have heard stories about the years when € 
fewer and fewer birds came to nest. That Jd ኳ. 

















meant there were fewer young. At one bc 
point the birds were almost wiped out." 
“Wiped out!” cried Becky. "How come?” 
Please turn the page 
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“Well,” said Carmelita, “people loved to 
eat the eggs these birds laid. So men 
came over here in boats and robbed the 
nests. Even when a female laid a second 
clutch of eggs, the men stole them too. 
Some young survived, of course, but each 
year there were fewer gulls and terns. 

“You see, Isla Raza is a very small 
island, and for years no one paid much 
attention to it. Finally some conser- 
vationists visited the island and saw 
what was happening to the eggs. They 
got together with the Mexican and 
American governments, and in 1964 
Mexico declared the island a sanctuary. 
That means it's against the law to steal 
anu eggs. Mexico has a warden here to 
keep people from stealing. I think its 
great that people cared enough to save 
this important nesting place!” 

“Boy, so do 1,” said Rick. “That's really 
neat!” 

"It is neat,” said Carmelita. “But what's 
even neater is that the Mexican Govern- 
ment has declared all the islands off 
Mexico protected areas.” 

“You mean, all the islands?” asked Rick 
in amazement. 

“That's right,” said Carmelita, “all 
the islands. Rangers from the Fauna 
Silvestre, our Fish and Wildlife Service, 
make sure no one harms the wildlife on 
them.” 

“WOW!” exclaimed all the other animals 
together. 

"And what's more," Carmelita added 
proudly, "Mexico is the only country in 
the world that protects all its off-shore 
islands." 

"Amigo," said Rick, "thats just about 
the most fantastic news Ive heard in a 
long, long time!” 

“/Amigos — si, si!" said Carmelita, 
laughing as she tossed Rick's hat high in 
the air. The End 


by Gerry Bishop 

Dashing up a tree trunk . . . swing- 
ing onavine. . . dropping to the 
ground. For some animals, life is full 
of ups and downs. 

Tree dwellers come equipped with 
strong arms and legs, with sharp 
claws and sure-grip fingers and toes. 
What more could they need? For 
these jungle animals of Mexico, the 
answer is — very long tails! 


SPIDER MONKEY Spiderlike 
arms and legs give this monkey 
its name. But a long prehensile 
(pre-HEN-sul) tail makes it the 
superstar of the treetops. There's 
nothing better for swinging from 
branches, for holding on when 
sleeping or for grabbing some- 
thing out of arm's reach. Even a 
baby spider monkey uses its tail 
to hold onto its mother. 

Fruit is the spider monkeys 
only food, but not any fruit will do. 
The monkeys will sniff, feel and 
taste each piece before eating it. 

Eagles and jaguars aren't 
nearly as fussy about their diets. 
They love to eat spider mon- 
keys — when they can catch one! 


Please turn the page 


Photos by Roy P. Fontaine/Photo Researchers; Warren Garst/Tom Stack & Assoc, (18), Stephen J. Krasemann (20) 
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TAMANDUA Compared to a 
monkey, the tamandua (tuh- 
MAN-dwa) is a slowpoke. But 
even for slowpokes a long tail 
comes in handy. When walking 
on a branch, the tamandua uses 
its tail to hold on. A frightened 
tamandua sits up and balances 
on its tail and hind legs. Its strong 
arms and sharp claws are then 
free for fighting enemies. 

Those claws are also great for 
finding prey. A tamandua is a 
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member of the anteater family. 
It can rip apart a nest of ants or 
termites with ease. Then out from 
its toothless mouth darts a long, 
sticky tongue. Slurp, slurp! Down 
go ants by the thousands. 

If, as in this photo, a tamandua 
meets a margay, theres no need 
for alarm. The tamandua simply 
gives off a bad odor and sends 
the cat on its way. No wonder the 
tamandua's nickname is "stinker 
of the forest." 
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In the state of Sonora in 
northwestern Mexico, Indian 
dancers wrap their legs with 
Strings of small rattles. These 
rattles are made from the 
cocoons of large silkworm 
moths. The Indians gather 
the cocoons off bushes and 
cut them open at one end. 
They put very small pebbles 
or seashells inside — and 
presto! There's a rattle! Each 
dancer wears dozens of 
them. Together the cocoon 
rattles make a swishing 
sound. — Candida Palmer 
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Photos by George H. Harrison 
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by Julia Fellows 

It's early morning in the rain 
forest of southern Mexico. A 
few rays of sunlight filter down 
through the huge trees onto the 
shadowy forest floor. Water 
drips from the wet ferns. On 
the ground, lines of long- 
legged army ants begin their 
search for food. 

The ants follow each other 
closely touching antennae 
often as they hurry along. Hun- 
dreds move forward in each 
line. Unlike most ants, army 
ants are blind. Each follows a 
chemical trail laid down by the 
first few ants. The big soldier 
ants are on the outside of the 
line. The smaller workers walk 
in the middle. 

Grasshoppers and other in- 
sects scuttle away from the 
hungry ants. Ant birds swoop 
down to eat the insects that the 
ants scare from the forest floor. 

The ants attack whatever 
food they may come across: 
beetles, tarantulas, scorpions, 
roaches or the larvae of wasps. 
Sometimes they eat lizards, 
snakes or even nestling birds. 
But theres no need to worry 
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about the ants’ eating humans: 
their jaws arent big enough. 
The ants might give you a 
nasty sting, though. 

Now the ants have found a 
katydid, their first prey of the 
morning. Suddenly a swarm of 
ants is crawling over the 
katydid. The ants numb their 
prey with poisonous stings. 
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Then the half-inch-long soldiers 
tear the katydid apart with their 
huge, pincerlike jaws. 

Next the workers carry 
pieces of the katydid back to 
the ant colonys central camp. 
Leaves rustle as the ants run 
quickly back and forth along 
the column. 

At the camp the katydid is 
eaten by the other workers, by 
the larvae and by their queen. 
When the ants have finished 
eating, the column of ants 
moves forward again. 

Army ants do not live in trees 
or underground like other ants. 
Instead they make nests for 
themselves out of their own 
bodies. These temporary 
camps are called bivouacs 
(BlVwacks). 
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While the larvae are growing 
and need food, the ants move 
their bivouac often — maybe 
every other day. 

The colony moves at night. 
More than 200,000 ants 
scurry along together. Workers 
carry the larvae of the colony 
beneath their bodies. In the 
most crowded part of the col- 
umn is the queen. As she walks 
along she is surrounded by 
workers. They clean and feed 
her and protect her from birds 
that may attack. 

The colony may move over 
the length of a football field be- 
fore it finds a good place to set 
up a new bivouac. 

First a few of the workers 
hang from a low branch or the 
trunk of a fallen tree. Then 
other ants hold onto them with 
their legs, forming strands of 
ants. More ants cling to these 
until the strands become a web 
of ant bodies. The workers are 
very strong — their legs and 
Joints can support weights 
hundreds of times heavier than 
their own. 

When the nest is finished, it 
is about one yard (.9 m) across. 
The queen and the larvae are 
well protected in the center of 
the bivouac. The living nest 
smells musty. 

For two to three weeks the 
colony keeps moving often. But 
when the larvae are large 
enough to spin cocoons, the 
colony will stay in one bivouac 
for a while. Please turn the page 


After a long march, the army ants make a shelter with their own 
bodies. Here workers, hanging from q fallen log, form long strands. 
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The whole colony clings together, building a mass three feet across. Deep inside hides the quee 
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While the ants are camped 
In one place the larvae change 
form inside their cocoons. Soon 
they will crawl free as adults. 
Meanwhile the queens abdo- 
men becomes swollen with fat 
and eggs. Then she begins to 
lay a new brood of eggs. In less 
than a week she may lay over 
25,000 eggs! The queen is the 
mother of the entire colony of 
army ants. 

Soon the new eggs hatch 
into hungry larvae. Once more 
its time for the colony of army 
ants to begin their march. Then 
watch out, insects and other 
small creatures! The army ants 
are coming. The End 


Next to the fat queen lie cocoons. Inside them larvae wawan to adult ants. Meanwhile. the 
m Un mi white eggs. When these hatch into new larvae, it’s time to march upon. 





I have had your magazine for a long time. I love to see 
the beautiful photographs. This year I will start to learn 
English so I will be able to read your stories on my own. 
Now my aunt reads them to me. I am in the third grade, 
and my favorite school subject is natural science. 

My favorite animal is the rabbit, but here in the state of 
Chiapas (chee-AH-pas) there are lots of other animals and 


plants. I am lucky to live near our local zoo. Another lucky 
thing is that my grandfather is the director of the zoo! 

All the animals in my grandpa's zoo can be found in the 
wild here in Chiapas. People see them in our zoo and that 
helps them understand the wildlife living around them. 
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I feel very happy because I'm always surrounded by 
animals. I can see them eat, grow up and have babies. 
Right now I am caring for a raccoon. four geese, seven 
ducks, four parakeets and one jabiru stork! Last summer 1 
had to take care of 26 animals in the zoo. They included 
owls, armadillos, baby peccaries and a spider monkey. 1 
like feeding the babies and keeping them warm. 

Sometimes Grandpa takes me along when he goes on a 
trip to the forest. That is the best! We have a chance to 
watch birds and other animals in their natural home. 

When I grow up Ill try to work to save animals and 


plants as most of my friends and family do here. 
Rodolfo Grajalas. Age 8, Chiapas, Mexico 
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Feeding this raccoon is easy. 


I just pluck fruit from the 
trees outside, Both the 
horned guan (1) and the 
great curassow (2) are very 
rare birds. Grandfather is 
hoping to find a mate for the 
guan. It would be nice to 

raise babies and help save 
these birds. See the jaguar and 
the coyote on the next pages. 
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Ancient IViexicans used 
many colorful animal de- 
signs to decorate clothes, 
pottery and even buildings. 
Unscramble the names 
below to find out what crea- 
tures are shown here. 


. LYTTERFUB 

) REDE 

. KONMEY 

. RUGJAA 
;. OLLIADRAM 

. ORRANUDERN 


Answers on page 37. 
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Dear Wise Old Owl: | 
I am doing a project on Mexico, and I 
was wondering if there are owls and 
other kinds of birds of prey in Mexico. 
Wendy Humphris. Age 12 
Naughton, Ontario, Canada 
Yes, indeedy! There are lots of my owl 
cousins in Mexico and many kinds of 
hawks and eagles too. They come in all 
sizes—from some of the world's smallest 
birds of prey to some of the biggest. 


Drawing by Cyndy Szekeres 


In the deserts live tiny elf owls, one of 
the smallest of all owls. Elf owls often 
nest in woodpecker holes in giant cacti. 

You might also see the long-legged 
caracaras (car-uh-CAR-uhs). or "Mexican 
eagles." These are large falconlike birds 
with naked faces. They often feed with 
vultures. 

Huge harpy eagles live in the rain 
forests of Mexico. These magnificent 
birds have crests on their heads. They 
are the heaviest of all eagles and some- 
times weigh over 20 pounds (9 kg). 
Harpy eagles are strong enough to fly 
away carrying their prey, which may be 
a monkey or a sloth. 


I know that the redwood is the tallest 
tree in the world. But what tree is the 
biggest around? Tom Usinger, Age 10 
Willits, CA 
The tree with the world's biggest trunk 
is a Montezuma bald cypress that grows 
outside of Oaxaca (wah-HA-ka), Mexico. 
It's called the Santa Maria del Tule tree. 
Its trunk is over 113 feet (33.9 m) 
around. It would take 30 children hold- 
ing hands to reach all the way around it! 


Why does Mexico's red, white and green 
flag have an eagle and snake on it? 
Jenny Quinn. 
Chappaqua, NY 
The eagle and snake are part of a 
legend, Jenny. A long time ago the Aztec 
Indians were nomads, or wanderers. One 
day, so the story goes, they came to an is- 
land in a lake. They believed their Sun 
God had led them to this place. There, 
on a cactus plant, they saw an eagle with 
a snake in its beak. To the Aztecs, that 
was a sign of a good place to build a city. 
The city became the Aztec capital. Now, 
on the plain where the lake used to be, is 





Mexico City, the capital of the United 
Mexican States. Aztec legend is kept 
alive, though: On the Mexican flag there 
are the cactus, eagle and snake. 


Ranger Rick showed me the special 
issue on Mexico. How come you have 
articles about animals that live in the 
jungles? I thought all of Mexico was a 
desert. Ollie Otter 
Deep Green Wood 

There's much more to Mexico than just 
deserts, Ollie! There are grasslands and 
high mountains and jungles too. 

Only a fourth of the land in Mexico is 
desert. Most of the desert, with its 
strange cactus plants and agaves (uh- 
GAH-veys), is in the northern part of the 
country. 

Another fourth of Mexico is grassland. 
Although most of this land is now ranch- 
land or cities, it once was home to prong- 
horn antelope. 

Where more rain falls, Mexico has 
woodlands of pine and oak. These woods 
are home to rabbit and deer, as well as to 
many songbirds and other animals. 

In the south are Mexico's tropics. The 
rainy areas are rain forests (jungles) with 
. tall trees and huge vines. Some strange 
cactus plants grow here too. In the 
treetops live monkeys and parrots, while 
strange beasts, such as snout-nosed 
tapirs, roam the forest floor. (See page 17 
for more about Mexico's jungle animals.) 


My cousin Kendel lives in California. 
She sees whales going by close to the 
shore. Where are they going? Jack Lovell 


Providence, RI 
Your cousin probably sees California 
gray whales, Jack. They go south in the 
winter and back north in the spring. 
Thousands of them feed in Arctic seas. 





Starting out in November they swim 
about 6000 miles (9600 km) south. They 
go to bays and lagoons along the coast 
of southern California and Mexico's Baja 
(BAH-ha) Peninsula. Many female gray 
whales give birth to their young there. 
One especially peaceful place for whales 
to raise calves is Scammon's Lagoon. It's 
protected by the Mexican government — 
as a whale reserve. 


As soon as I heard we were going to 
Mexico, I started to practice my Spanish. 
In no time at all I could say buenos días 
(hello) and gracias (thank you). Here are 
some other useful things I learned: 
óCudnto cuesta el sombrero con flores? 
(How much does the hat with the flowers 
cost?) Quiero un enchilada de ratoncita, 
por favor. (I would like a mouse enchil- 
ada, please.) ¿Ha visto un mapache en 
el sombrero de guardabosque? (Have 
you seen a raccoon in a ranger's hat?) 
¿Alquila drboles huecos por una noche? 
(Do you rent hollow trees by the night?) 
And, of course, ¢ Quien sabe? (Who-o-o 
knows?) W.O.O. 


Answers to Ollie Otter's Fun Pages, 33-35: 
]. Butterfly; 2. Deer; 3. Monkey; 4. Jaguar; 
5. Armadillo: 6. Roadrunner. Answer to maze: 
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by James R. Newton 









፦ OR two weeks earth- 
quakes had shaken a small val- 
ley in southern Mexico. Each 
day they grew stronger and 
stronger. Now the earth shook 
so hard that Dionisio Pulido, an 
Indian farmer, became very 
frightened. He stopped plowing 
his cornfield and held onto the 

wooden handles of his plow. 
` He listened to the rumbling 
and growling noises that came 
from under the ground. 

About four o'clock on that 
afternoon, February 20, 1943, 
Dionisio went to burn a pile of 
branches he had gathered. On 
the way he passed a small hole 
in his field. The hole had been 
there for many years, mysteri- 
ously giving off heat. 

It was then that Dionisio first 
noticed a crack about 75 feet 
(22.5 m) long that had opened 


in his field. The shallow crack 
passed through the very center 
of the mysterious hole. 

While Dionisio Pulido won- 
dered about this odd sight, the 
earth began to shake once 
more. The rumbling noises 
grew louder and louder. He 
stared, unable to believe his 
eyes! The ground around the 
small hole pushed itself up into 
a hill several feet high. A wisp 
































i Ue 


| LIRA TY E ii 115. ul L ነነ LH 
i mW SIN rU ji d i i 111 n 1! 1 











i a ^i 


ii [ N | KUNI nn ntt 
M | mw | | Nm ከነ PUYU 
meni. ^ ms d i wl 





Tiu iude 





wu 








P vi 
XXI FN i 
5 r. 


a 

















üt 11111! M: 
11 ia. 
n Me 


















n 
T M n NN nt IA ; 
ነ| ||. || M | Ny ነ |! * 


"a en m) 1" W " M 


a ፌ« at እነዘ ሐዛ 


11 NS 


of smoke rose from the crack. 

As he watched, the crack 
widened. Smoke mixed with 
gray ash puffed from the 
ground. He heard a hissing 
noise like that of water splash- 
ing onto something very hot. 
The rotten-egg smell of sulfur 
gases poured from the crack. 
Dionisio was watching the birth 
of a volcano! 

In great fear he mounted his 
horse and galloped off. He hur- 
ried home to his family and 
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neighbors in the little village of 
Parícutin (pah-REE-coo-teen). 
By evening people from 
many miles around had 
gathered at the cornfield. The 
crack had opened several feet 
and become the mouth of the 
new volcano. From somewhere 
deep underground, red-hot 
liquid rock called lava erupted 
from the mouth. The lava flew 
high into the air and cooled in 
small pieces called cinders. 
Some of the cinders fell back 
into the mouth of the volcano. 
Others dropped on the ground 
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around it. They started piling 
up to form a black, smoking, 
cone-shaped hill. 

All that evening and through- 
out the night the new volcano 
roared and erupted. The next 
morning, people looked in won- 
der at a volcano cone as high 
as a three-story building. 

As the people watched, lava 
as thick as toothpaste oozed 
from a crack near the base of 
the cone. Inch by inch, foot by 
foot, it flowed over the ground. 

News of the new volcano 
spread around the world. 
People from different parts of 
Mexico and the United States 
began to arrive at the cornfield. 
Some stayed only long enough 






nti 


to take pictures. Others who 
wished to study the volcano 
camped nearby and watched it 
grow each day. 

And how it grew! Cinders 
and big globs of melted rock 
exploded from the cone. In the 
air the globs hardened into 
large boulders called bombs. 
The bombs crashed onto the 
sides of the volcano. By the 
end of the first week the vol- 
cano was nearly as tall as a 
50-story skyscraper! 

To people all over the world it 
became known as Paricutin 
Volcano. But the people living 
nearby called it “el monstruo" 
— "the monster." 

“The monster" kept growing. 
Clouds of smoke and ash bil- 
lowed nearly a mile into the sky 
above the volcano. Through 


Please turn the page 










Near the peaceful village of 
San Juan, a strange crack 


appeared in a field. Quickly a 
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these clouds flashed 
bright streaks of lightning. 
During the day the volcano 
looked like the smokestack of a 
giant steam engine. Every few 
seconds It puffed another huqe 
cloud of black smoke and ash. 
At night the smoke vanished 
In the darkness. The red-hot 
lava flowed down the sides of 
the volcano or shot into the air. 
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It lit up the volcano like great 
Fourth of July fireworks. 

The people in the nearby 
villages of Parícutin and San 


Juan gathered their belonginas. 


As the flood of lava moved 
close to their villages, they 
took all their animals and fled. 


Photos by Hugo Brehme (38); L. Kronquist both Rapho/Photo Researchers 


The people of the village 
prayed until the last minute, 
then fled. The lava buried 
all but the church steeple. 


Their houses were buried and 
burned by the lava. 

For nine years the volcano 
put on its great display of 
fireworks. Finally, in March of 
1952, the lava stopped flowing; 
the last puffs of smoke came 
from its throat; “el monstruo” 
lay quiet. It had grown to be a 
big mountain over a quarter 
mile (420 m) high. 

No one was killed while the 
volcano was active. But the vil- 
lages of Parícutin and San 
Juan lay buried under many 
feet of hardened lava. In San 
Juan only the church steeple 
stood above the layer of rock. 
For many miles in all directions 
volcanic dust covered the earth 
like a blanket of black snow. 

Over the years after the vol- 
cano had stopped erupting, 
plants and animals slowly 
returned. A few grasses and 
other small plants started to 
grow on the crumbling black 
lava. Wind and rain as well as 
the roots of the plants helped 
to break some of the hard lava 
into smaller and smaller pieces. 
More and bigger plants grew. 
Animals came to feed on the 
plants and on other animals. 

Someday the sides of the 
volcano will be thickly covered 
with pine and oak forests. And 
maybe somewhere nearby a 
farmer will plant a cornfield. 

The End 
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From beginning to end, surprise is what this brand new, 
96-page book—for animal lovers like you—is all about! 
There are marvelous surprises starting with every chapter 
—a maze that will tickle your sense of challenge. Then, 
there are wildlife features, quizzes and stories to teach you 
all about the animals and their wondrous ways. 


RANGER RICK'S SURPRISE BOOK is a photo-filled, 
color-packed treasure for all you curious voung people who 
delight in knowing about our world's most exciting and 
strangest creatures — on land, deep down in the sea and wav 
up in the sky. 


THE SURPRISE BOOK helps you to discover which ani- 
mals have built-in camouflage, what color dinosaurs were 
in the prehistoric times, what kind of animal the unicorn 
really was. Which are the biggest creatures in the world? 
Do "flying" frogs really fly? And what is the weird-looking 
animal called "The Stuck-Together Beast"? Plus, there are 
so many more fantastic stories and quessing games to keep 
vou entertained. 


Mom and dad will enjoy it! And it makes a terrific gift for a 
favorite friend, too. 


So whether vou love surprises from around the world, mil- 
lions of years ago, or in your own backyard — you'll find them 
all in RANGER RICK’S SURPRISE BOOK. Hardcover, 96- 
pages, 8/4” x 117, for ages 5 to 12 years old. 
RANGERS, YOU'LL DISCOVER SURPRISES: 
- FROM AGES PAST 
- AROUND THE WORLD 
- BENEATH THE SEA 
- IN TINY PLACES 
- IN BIG SIZES 
- INDISGUISES 
. FROM HEAD TO TAIL 
- FOR A STORMY NIGHT 
19205GK Ranger Rick's Surprise Book 57.95 


To order Ranger Rick’s Surprise Book, use order form on 
page 40B. 
41 
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by Edie Mathison 

In the lonely western Sierra Mountains 
of Mexico. the Huichol (WE-chole) Indians 
have lived in their own wav and with their 
own religion. For many years they knew 
very little about the rest of the world. 

Today they still have faith in many of 
their ancient gods. This faith shows in the 
colorful yarn “paintings” made by the vil- 
lage men and women. 

Most of the yarn paintings show things in 
nature—the sun, plants and animals. 
These things have special meaning for the 
Huichols, who also mention nature in their 
chants and prayers. 

Some of the Huichol animal signs stand 
for good things and others for bad things. A 
deer shown running from east to west 
stands for the sun. Thisisa “good” sign. A 
snake painted as a crooked line stands for 
lightning or a dangerous mountain road. 
This isa “bad” sign. 

The Huichols make their varn paintings 


Created by Pater Hamilton Kent 


bv covering plywood with beeswax. They 
set a board out in the sun until the wax has 
become soft. They do most of the work in 
the morning when the sun is warm enough 
to keep the wax soft, but not so hot that the 
wax melts. Next they scratch a design into 
the wax with a sharp object. Then they 
press yarn into the soft wax. First the de- 
sign is outlined in many bright colors of 
yarn. Then, as shown in the photo. the 
background color is filled in. 

The Huichols also make small pottery 
animals decorated with colorful yarn. 

With glue and a rock, instead of beeswax 
and pottery, you can make a Mexican yarn 
animal too. Here’s how: Choose a smooth 
rock. Draw an animal design on the rock. 
Squeeze glue along the lines of the design. 
Press pieces of brightly colored yarn into 
the glue. When you have covered all the 
lines, fill in the background area with more 
glue and yarn. The End 
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by Bet Hennefrund 

Everybody in Mexico knows the agave 
(uh-GAH-vey) plants. For hundreds of 
years they ve been admired and used by 
the Mexican people. It's easy to see why. 

Agaves are tough plants. They have to 
be to survive the heat and wind of the 
desert. They look fierce. Swordlike leaves 
surround the center of each plant like a 
circle of armed guards. Sharp teeth line 
the leaf edges of many kinds of agave. On 
some agaves the leaf tips end in long, 
two-inch (5-cm) spikes. 

A thick, waxy layer shelters each leaf 
from the sun. The agave also has another 
way to keep from drying up: Tiny pores, 
or openings, in its leaves close in the day- 
time heat, which keeps moisture in. 

Most agave plants live for 10, 20 or 30 
years. A few live to be 50. Some have 
been nicknamed century plants, since 
people thought they bloomed only 
once—-after 100 years. But agaves don't 
grow to be that old. 

Nearly 200 kinds grow in Mexico. 
some kinds flower each year; others 


Orioles feast on insects that have come 
to eat the sweet nectar of agave flowers. 
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ለመ leaves have sharp edges, but that 
doesn't stop the hungry desert animals. 


bloom once in a while. But most 
agaves bloom only once—at the end 
of their long, useful lives. 

The agave blooms in the spring. From 
the plant's center, the flower stalk shoots 
up— 10 to 20 feet (3 to 6 m) tall. Short 
branches sprout at the top. The flowering 
branches on some agaves look like a row 
of candles. On other kinds the branches 
are shorter, making the whole stalk look 
like a huge brush. 

At the end of each branch, clusters of 
blossoms form. Then the plant smells 
like a perfume factory and looks like a 
burst of fireworks— with yellow, white, 
pink or light green petals. 

The sweet agave blossoms attract 
hummingbirds, bees, wasps and bats. As 
these animals sip nectar from the blos- 
soms, they pick up pollen on their 
bodies. If they visit other agaves, they 
may help fertilize them by carrying pollen 
from one plant to another. 

Wherever agaves grow wild in the hot 
desert, small animals find shade, shelter 
and food. Doves, flickers and other desert 
birds perch on the branches. Under the 
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prickly leaves kangaroo rats hide from 
coyotes, foxes and hawks. Pack rats and 
pocket gophers chew tunnels through the 
base of the agave leaves. 

People also have found many uses for 
agaves. They raise certain kinds, such as 
henequen (HEN-eh-ken) and sisal (SY- 
sul), for the strong fibers, or strings. that 
run through the leaves. Using sharp 
knives called machetes (muh-SHET-ees). 
people chop the leaves off the plants. 

Then the dry fibers from the leaves can don 3 
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other useful products. 
At flowering time the agaves sap runs 
fast. That's when the Mexican people 
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On plantations in Mexico henequen and 
sisal agaves are raised for the fibers in 
their leaves. The fibers are separated by 
machine from the soft leaf pulp, then 
cleaned and dried. Next they are combed, 
spun and woven into rope, mats, rough 
cloth and other useful things. 


collect sap from the maguey (MAG-way) 
agave. They use it to make two popular 
kinds of drinks. 

When the agaves have finished bloom- 
ing, seed pods form on the plants. The 
long stalk turns pale and the circle of 
leaves turns brown. Before long the 
whole plant tips over. Meanwhile seeds 
have ripened. When the plant dies, its 
seeds are ready to grow into new agave 
plants. Soon there will be more fiber for 
man and more food and shelter for desert 
animals. /Viva agave! The End 


iiM 
um AM MI. m 


um = | | | | WA 4n vlt 1 is | x 


| lj : | y 
iiih I inus 1 e i VAM WI 


nl 
[ELT] 


M 


" "au VUE Li jl 


T በ1 "m MI I 


ili IPNI ri ር 
llm PM Hi P ji gf Ñi 














ETE! 
HT 
IH 
al 












Rangers, here are 
two great ideas to 


help vou with vour 
Christmas shopping! 


| have the perfect gift for all the young members 

1 of your family, for your friends in school and 

@ around your neighborhood ... it's the very beau- 

tiful December issue of RANGER RICK'S NATURE 

MAGAZINE. You couldn't find a more colorful gift to 
stuff in a stocking or deliver to a doorstep. 


And, there will be something EXTRA-SPECIAL inside— 
a great 1980 poster calendar to pull out, hang up and use 
all year long. This year, the exciting poster is by famous 
wildlife artist, Linda Powell, who’s drawn the most won- 
derful little wildlife creatures onto every month's schedule. 


Of course, RANGER RICK'S NATURE MAGAZINE is 
always filled with terrific stories, adventures, games, 
riddles and crafts that kids can learn from and love. 
December's magazine will tell you how to make Christmas 
reindeer from pine cones and twigs, and funny wildlife 
stamps from rubber erasers. You'll discover fascinating 
facts about that "magic" bird, the cedar waxwing, and 


EN. learn all about salamanders. Plus, there's a heartwarming 


My 2nd gift idea is for the people you call your 

very SPECIAL FRIENDS, and whom you want 
€ to surprise with a Christmas present every month 
of the year! It's a FULL MEMBERSHIP in Ranger Rick's 
Nature Club. This gift will bring them 12 wonderful issues 
of RANGER RICK'S NATURE MAGAZINE. And there 
are lots of other things you'll be giving them with your 
special gift of membership... 

* In the December issue of RANGER RICK, a color- 
ful double poster-calendar pull-out for a child's own 
bulletin board! 

* A membership card that shows that they're Rangers 
who really care about the great outdoors and its 
wildlife! 

e A Ranger Rick decal for a bike, wagon or mirror! 
The opportunity to enter Ranger Rick's ANNUAL 
CONTEST and win a wonderful trip (parents are 
included) or one of over a hundred other prizes! 
Discounts on fascinating nature books and records 
that children will love having in their home library! 
The chance to go to NWF's Wildlife Camp or on an 
Environmental Adventure, and learn about nature. 
Plus, lots of new experiences through reading, writing 
and creating. 
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story about a boy and his very special Christmas tree. 


MY DECEMBER ISSUE is really tops, and it comes with 
a special Christmas gift envelope. I'll send you a card, too, 
so you can sign it and put it in the envelope. 


It's a great gift . . . and it's only $1.25 









A one-year gift B 


membership with 
all these benefits is 


only $8.00 


= 
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You and your folks can use the form on the next page to 
order both of my gift "ideas." 
So, start making that Christmas gift list right now! 


BA 
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only $8.00 


My Name 
My Address 


City oe 


dollars additional for each foreign address). 
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Be sure to include your name and address 
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RANGER RICK'S 1979 


e Christmas Issue only $1.25 each. 


Please send me single issue(s) of RANGER RICK'S 1979 
CHRISTMAS ISSUE. I understand that with each copy ordered, 
| will receive a special holiday envelope and gift card with which 
to present my gift. I have enclosed $1.25 for each December 1979 
RANGER RICK'S NATURE MAGAZINE ordered. 





My Name is 
My Address is - 
City = 


State np UU... Ead 


2. [ would like to 
send q one year gift of 


RANGER RICK’S 
magazine to: 


Ist Gift: 


Name 

Address 

City 

sS. U U U p 
2nd Gift: 

Name 

Address = 


City 


For each membership ordered. | have enclosed 58.00 (plus two 


sta. i—i 
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Please send coupon and payment to: 
NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION 
1412 16th St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 





A HOLIDAY PRESENT FOR 
MOM, a special aunt or favorite 
teacher—they'll all love this handy 
little memo/mirror combination in 
fine quality leatherlex. It’s 4” x 
344", perfect for pocket or purse. 
"Winter Marsh" art by a famous 
wildlife artist, Charles Fracé. 
33049GK Winter Marsh 
Memo / Mirror ... $2.98 


RANGER RICK HAND PUP- 
PET puts on a terrific show with 
you behind the scene. This ador- 
able raccoon is 11" high and 
10" from hand-to-hand. He's 
nonallergenic, nontoxic — great 
for kids. Fits all hand sizes. 
39158GK Ranger Rick 
Hand Puppet $6.50 


YOUR VERY OWN NOTE PA- 
PER has the cutest little animals 
decorating the front. These French- | 
fold notes are 378" x 514”, big 
enough to send a "hello" or "thank | 
you" message. Rabbit, chipmunk, 
fawn and raccoon, four of each de- 
sign (16 in all), are the charming 
woodland critters. 
09387GK Animal Whimsey 


NWF DAILY REMINDER 

CALENDAR is a spiral 

bound booklet for memos, 

addresses, telephone num- 

bers, appointments; 94 pages, 

with 14 beautiful reproductions of bird 

paintings. 4/2" x 614". It's a great Christ- 
mas gift for mom or dad. 

50028GK Daily Reminder 1980 ..$2.50 
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NWF'S 1980 WORLD OF WILDLIFE CALENDAR lets 
you decorate your room with a different wildlife photograph 
every month of the year. Big 855” x 11” size gives you 
room for writing notes and messages. Spiral bound, it's per- 
fect for desk or wall. Factual information on each animal is 
included. A super gift for all your nature-loving friends. 
36032GK NWF 1980 Calendar .................................. $3.78 





WHO'S THE RACCOON ON YOUR BELT? It's Ranger 
Rick, of course, and his friendly face is woven right into a 
brown fabric belt by the Jacquard loom method. The shiny 
brass buckle is adjustable so the belt will fit up to a 26" waist. 
This handsome, colorful accessory is backed in canvas duck 
to last for years! 

30620GK Ranger Rick Belt ................................. W esa $4.95 


A “HANDSOME” CUBBY 
BEAR. Ranger Rick's friend is 
1115" tall, and great for every 
age, from tot to teen. He’s black 
with brown and white markings. 
Made of plush fabric, nontoxic 
and nonallergenic. 
35483GK Cubby Bear 
Stuffed 
| 59,95 





A RANGER RICK STUFEED 
ANIMAL is a fantastic Christmas 
surprise. This huggable, and plump 
raccoon is wonderful for everyone 
because it’s nontoxic and nonaller- 
genic. He’s 14” high and 11” from 
paw-to-paw. And he looks just like 
our favorite Ranger! 
36437GK Ranger Rick 
Stuffed Animal $11.25 
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12 issues (one every month) only $7.50 
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YOUR BIG BACKYARD ORDER FORM 07/0911 


Please print your name and address below: 





My Name 
Address = 
City 
State 


Please send my gift of the new 12-Part Series, YOUR BIG BACK- 
YARD, to the child named below. | have enclosed $7.50. 
Send To Year of Birth 


Name - - - 
Address - 

City ፦- - - 

State Zip - 

I have attached an additional gift list and enclosed 57.50 for 


each YOUR BIG BACKYARD ordered. Please add $2.00 for each 
foreign address, First issue will be mailed Jan., 1980. 


You will be sent gift announcements to sign and forward. 


Total Enclosed $—————— ———— 
Please send order and payment to: 
National Wildlife Federation, 1412 16th St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 








Zip 























BOOKS & NATURE-RELATED ITEMS 070911 


ORDER FORM 


wani co no. | Book or Item | eah | Price | 









Name. 





Address 
City | | E _ 


DIC ll መቸም |, 
Please send orders and payment to: 
NATIONAL WILDLIFE. FEDERATION 
1412 16TH ST., N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 


T+ 
ርጋ 
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KEEP YOUR RANGER RICKS! 
















YOUR BIG BACKYARD is a wonderful Christmas present that 
will arrive every month for a year, It will treat preschool 
children to delightful surprises and start them off on a whole 
new learning experience. 
Each issue is loaded with fun things: 

s Dot-to-dot è Simple crafts e Coloring fun 

e Animals of all sizes and shapes è Word and 

number games = Stories and poems 

And, page after page of beautiful photos 


YOUR BIG BACKYARD uses the beauty of animal and nature 
photographs to develop a love for words, giving children 
an invaluable head start towards learning to read. It also 
develops the first love of animals and a growing respect for. 
the outdoor world. መሙ V. 
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With YOUR BIG BACKYARD, 
you give a child... 
& à head start in learning to read | 
s 12 colorful, fun-filled enjoyable editions eee 
° a unique introduction to the world of nature VMUM 
crafts, games and puzzles to improve skills WW” 
è the pleasure of discovering new things to do and see 





HERE’S A NEAT WAY TO 

















E 





LA 
w- ^ 





ON Ranger Rick 
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Terrific RANGER RICK binders will help you save 
your nature magazines forever! The great-looking 
brown leatherette covers have the title, RANGER 
RICK'S NATURE MAGAZINE, in gold-toned letters 
right on the front. 12 issues (a whole year's worth) 
can be kept safe and clean, even on car trips and 
school jaunts. These binders are the very best way 
to care for your favorite stories, photos, craft ideas 
and more! 

56102GK Ranger Rick Binder ........................ .$4.50 


